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Preparation of Gearbox Reservoirs
for LE Gear Lubricants

Quinplex® gear lubricants, it is necessary to properly 
prepare the enclosed gear reservoir. 

The following procedure is recommended for gearbox 

steps should be taken in every case before changing to 
LE gear lubricants and are especially important where 

use of LE gear oils far beyond the manufacturers’ 
recommended drain intervals. 

9-Step Gearbox Preparation

1. Drain oil presently in the box as completely as 

contaminants and oxidized oil which may impair 
performance of LE gear lubricants. If contaminated oil 
remains in the gearbox, foaming may occur. 

solvent trapped in the voids of the reservoir will cause 
corrosion. Also, the presence of even a very small amount 

can take place. 

that will be going into the gearbox or a light viscosity of 

safely circulated through the system. Circulate under no-

4. If the used gear oil has oxidized badly with a dark color, 
burned smell, and is thick and slow to drain, use a light 

viscosity of LE’s Monolec R & O Compressor / Turbine Oil. 

and drain.

Some units are so badly oxidized that physical removal 
from the inner surfaces may be required. In these cases, 
LE’s L-X® Heavy Duty Chemical Supplement (2300) may be 

5. Gear sets, motors, pumps and other internal parts of 
the oil reservoirs on newly installed equipment are usually 

other debris. 

the system. 

7. If there is a vent plug, clean it and reinstall it correctly. 
Or, replace with a desiccant breather if appropriate. 

8. When working with enclosed gearboxes or oiling 

this will result in seal damage. Some gearboxes have 

9. Recharge the gearbox reservoir with the proper LE gear 

foaming. 
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Service Life of Gear Oil 
Any statement regarding the service life of gear oils should 

Therefore, from the standpoint of both service and economy, 
gear oil should be removed and replaced with fresh lubricant 
when the oil has deteriorated or when the oil has become 
contaminated.

intervals may need to be shortened. Examples of severe 

heavy loads or shock loads

sludge and causing the gear oil to foam*

chemical fumes are present; in such instances, set change 
intervals accordingly* 

these problems.

Oil Changes for New Gear Cases

acid number and viscosity, the operator can determine when 
the oil reservoir needs cleaning. 

in abrasive wear. Removing used lubricants and cleaning 

To obtain maximum service life with all of LE’s gear 


